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Welcome to the first bi-monthly issue of the 
Legislative Committee Newsletter.  The purpose of the newsletter is 
to keep Kentucky’s professional library community apprised of the 
important work of the Legislative Committee and to encourage your 
involvement in the important work of influencing public policy.

Each newsletter will include updates on advocacy and legislative 
activity, both state and national that impacts public libraries and the 
delivery of exemplary services in our Kentucky communities.  

We urge you to forward this newsletter to your trustees, Friends of 
the Library groups, your community partners and other advocates of 
public libraries.  

This issue’s topics:  

•KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2009 UPDATE
              PUBLIC LIBRARY LEGISLATIVE DAY, 2009
              SENATE BILL 72
              LIKELY SPECIAL SESSION IN JUNE

•KENTUCKY DELEGATION GOES TO WASHINGTON, DC

•LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE PLANS LEGISLATIVE STRATEGY 
FOR 2010

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2009 UPDATE

The 2009 General Assembly commenced on January x,2009 and adjourned sine 
die on April 15,  2009. While not a “budget” session, there was considerable 
discussion about the state shortfall and agency cuts requested by the Executive 
Branch.  KDLA’s budget was cut 20% in 2008 and faced an additional cut of 6% in 
2009.  State aid to public libraries was cut by 11% in 2008 and could face an 
additional 12% cut in 2009.  

LIBRARY ADVOCATES DESCEND UPON FRANKFORT:
     The Legislative Committee organized Public Library Legislative Day on 
February 11, 2009.  The purpose of Legislative Day was to encourage library 
directors, trustees, Friends and other advocates to come to Frankfort to meet face-
to-face with their legislators and continue to educate them about the importance of 
public libraries in their communities.  
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Over 30 counties were represented that day as groups of library professionals and advocates met in the 
cafeteria to pick up talking points and handouts to leave with their elected Representatives and Senators 
about the two critical issues in this session that impacted  
public libraries:  funding cuts and Senate Bill 72. 

This year, our legislative message about public libraries and the current economic climate was simple:  
“As a legislator, you are faced with tough choices as Kentucky struggles with budget deficits. We want 
you to know Kentucky’s public libraries are your partners in fighting this recession! Continued 
cuts to public libraries and the Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives will harm our 
state’s ability to fight this recession.”

Library supporters were urged to contact their legislators on February 9 and 10 if they were unable to 
attend Legislative Day in Frankfort.  Instructions about contacting legislators (via fax line, e-mail or 
telephone) were distributed to the library director list serve by JC Morgan with encouragement to 
participate.  

This legislative message was reinforced by a powerful photo display on the economic impact of 
Kentucky’s Public Libraries.  This photo exhibit was displayed for the week in the tunnel that connects the 
Capitol Annex with the Capitol.  This outstanding exhibit was coordinated and produced by KDLA, under 
Paige Sexton’s capable leadership.  In addition, the display was produced in a more portable poster 
format and many of you might have seen it at the Spring KPLA/KLTRT conference in April in Bowling 
Green.  The poster display is available for public libraries to check out through the State Library (it’s now 
reserved through November 2010!!). 

SENATE BILL 72:
In addition, advocates were briefed on the issue of SB 72.  Sponsored by Senator Damon Thayer (R-
Georgetown) and Senator John Schickel (R-Union), the bill sought to “require any increase in any ad 
valorem taxes levied, or any fees charged or assessed, by a special district to be reviewed and approved 
by the fiscal court of the county or counties containing the district; to allow a fiscal court to increase the 
boundaries of a special district, as well as reduce boundaries or dissolve said district; and other 
provisions specific to subdivision road district, hospital districts.”

The message the Legislative Committee prepared for legislators was: “The special taxing districts are 
governed by responsible boards that are in compliance with Open Records and Open Meetings laws.  
The boards welcome participation by the citizens, advertise their taxing rates appropriately, and act as 
responsible stewards of the funds that are provided to them.  The purposes of those funds is clear.  The 
boards responsible for their use understand those uses far better than the fiscal court.  Special taxing 
districts keep the use of local funds to local specialized purposes that are highly beneficial to their 
community.  The laws governing their tax rates allow only modest increases each year.  There is no 
reason to apply further controls upon these districts.  Placing control of these tax rates in the hands of the 
fiscal court could undermine the mission and purposes of these districts.”

SB 72 was passed by the Senate committee, but never reached the full floor for a vote.  The Legislative 
Committee remaines vigilant on the issue, preparing testimony if necessary, should it arise in 2010. 

SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE SESSION - JUNE?
Given the ever-increasing pressures of the economy and Kentucky’s budget shortfall, it appears that 
Governor Beshear will call a special session, likely in June.  The governor will issue a “call” for a special 
session with very specific details about the focus of the special session.  Issues not included in the 
governor’s “call” will not be addressed during the special session.  Speculation continues that expanded 
gaming will be an issue included in the “call”.  

KENTUCKY PUBLIC LIBRARY DELEGATION GOES TO WASHINGTON, DC

REPORT FROM COMMISSIONER WAYNE ONKST:  A delegation of 15 librarians including public 
librarians Stephen Bowling, Sara King, Linda Kompanik, Debra Oberhausen, Lisa Rice, Kristi Tucker, and 
trustee Paul Poland visited the offices of Kentucky’s congressmen on May 12.  The group met with 
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Senator Jim Bunning, Representative Brett Guthrie, Representative John Yarmuth, and staff of the other 5 
congressmen.  All were very supportive of issues we discussed including reauthorization of LSTA and the 
SKILLs Act for school librarians.  Senator Bunning signed a letter in support of substantial increases in 
LSTA funding and grants to school libraries.  Several brought up questions about the new law restricting 
materials with lead content for use by children.  When mentioned the lack of stimulus funds for libraries, 
the unanimous response was that the Governor’s office is responsible for distribution of stimulus funds.

LSTA reauthorization appears to be proceeding without difficulty.  The major change is addition of CE for 
staff and trustees as acceptable uses of LSTA funding.  Also proposed is allowing the IMLS Director to 
declare libraries essential resources in an emergency so they will qualify for immediate assistance – 
particularly funds to open in temporary quarters. 

We obtained more information about the requirement that children’s books with lead content be removed 
from library shelves.  This would require testing or removal of all books published prior to 1985.  
Unfortunately testing destroys the material.  There is no evidence that lead in children’s books has/or 
could harm any child.  The law never intended to include library books, but the Consumer Products Safety 
Commission included library books in regulations implementing the law.  After many calls of protest, 
enforcement has been delayed until February 2010.  Congressman Fortenberry has proposed legislation 
to exempt library books.  The law affects other groups including thrift shops.  As there is no law that 
proposes a comprehensive fix, our Congressmen are reluctant to sign on to one particular bill.  In the 
meantime, President Obama has appointed 2 new members and a new chair for the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission.  There is hope that the new commission will revise the regulations to exclude 
children’s books.

The congressmen were very quick to inform us that stimulus funds are being controlled by the Governor’s 
office.  So if we have concerns with distribution of stimulus funds, then we needed to contact Frankfort.

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE PLANS LEGISLATIVE STRATEGY FOR 2010

 The KPLA Legislative Committee will meet on August 26th at General Butler State Park for a retreat to 
discuss legislative strategy for the 2010 Kentucky General Assembly.  The 2010 session is a longer 
session (60 legislative days) and is an even-year session that will deal with the bi-ennium budget.  

Specifics on the agenda include expanding grassroots advocacy, advocacy training for library trustees, 
the 2010 Public Library Legislative Day, public relations/education efforts to elected officials leading up to 
the January commencement of the session and other relevant strategies.  

The July issue of this newsletter will likely include a “call for issues” to library advocates to help shape the 
discussion for the August retreat.  Please take the time to respond - your voices and ideas are important 
as the Legislative Committee continues its work on your behalf. 

The September issue of the newsletter will contain specific recommendations and action plans identified 
by the Legislative Committee. 
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